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Prison Apostles’ earn seminary
degrees at Darrington Unit
“I‟m overwhelmed at what God
has done,” Texas Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick said during the ceremony inside
the prison‟s chapel. “Only God
could do this.”
Patrick served on the Senate
Criminal Justice Committee prior to
being elected Lt. Gov. last fall. He
and Senator John Whitmire, who
chairs the committee, were the legislative heads behind the creation of
the program, which began in fall
2011.
Each year since, a new class of 40
students has been added to the program, and the current number of
enrolled students stands at 114.
Looking at the graduates, most of
whom will be deployed in groups of
four or five to assist chaplains and
minister in six other state prison
units, Patrick called them "prison
apostles" and charged them to “be
models and examples of what Christ
can do in people's lives if they will
give their lives to him.”
In a press conference, May 7,
Whitmire described the remarkable
change in culture at the Darrington
Unit over the past four years as a
result of the program. "When we
started this, Darrington was one of

our toughest, problematic units, and
I'm here today to announce that it's
now one of our best."
Texas Department of Criminal
Justice (TDJC) Executive Director
Brad Livingston challenged graduates to take what they have learned
and apply it to the ministries they
will have in the prison. "What
you've accomplished is extraordinary, but it's just the beginning,"
Livingston said. "As you go out into
these units, rely on each other, support each other, but rely ultimately
on God. You will be an inspiration
to others. You will allow God to
work through you to reach hundreds
and thousands of others."I couldn't
be more proud of you."
Attended by state dignitaries,
friends and family of the graduates,
seminary faculty, and friends of the
Heart of Texas Foundation, the
graduation was a celebration of what
many described as a miracle. The
vision for such a program came
from Grove Norwood, executive director of the Heart of Texas Foundation, who had experienced a similar
program by New Orleans Baptist
Theological Seminary at Louisiana‟s

The first 33 inmates in Texas maximum security Darrington Prison Unit in Rosharon,
Texas made history May 9 as they received bachelor’s degrees from Southwestern Baptist theological Seminary, the state’s first seminary prison program.

The program got its roots back in 2012 when Grover Norwood (right), founder of Heart
of Texas Foundation, visited with Sen. John Whitmire (left), Governor Rick Perry and
(APOSTLES continued on page 3) Sen. Dan Patrick (2nd from right) at the Darrington Unit Seminary in Rosharon, home
to the first prison seminary in the state of Texas.
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Innocent Eyes

He responded, “3 were on a beer can,
2 were on the phone.”

A merry heart doeth good like a medicine.
Proverbs 17:22

One day my housework-challenged
husband decided to wash his sweatshirt.
Seconds after he stepped into the
laundry room, he shouted to me, "What
setting do I use on the washing machine?"
"It depends," I replied. "What does it
say on your shirt?"
He yelled back, "University of Auburn."

waiting in the emergency room, a policeman walked by.
Doing a double take at him in his
18th-century garb he asked, "Just how
long have you been waiting?"

After she woke up, a woman told her
husband, "I just dreamed that you gave
me a pearl necklace for our anniversary. What do you think it means?"
A man was seen fleeing down the hall
"You'll know tonight," he said.
of the hospital just before his operation.
That evening, the man came home
"What's the matter?" he was asked.
with a small package and gave it to his
He said, "I heard the nurse say, 'It's a wife.
very simple operation, don't worry, I'm Delighted, she opened it to find a book
sure it will be all right.'"
entitled "The Meaning of Dreams."
"She was just trying to comfort you,
what's so frightening about that?"
"She wasn't talking to me. She was
talking to the doctor!

A company offered tours through the
historic district, led by guides dressed
in Colonial clothing. While leading a
group, one of the guides, tripped and
fell, breaking his wrist.
He went to the hospital, and as he sat

A woman walked into the kitchen to
find her husband stalking around with
a fly swatter.
“What are you doing?” She asked.
“Hunting Flies,” He responded.
“Oh. ! Killing any?” She asked.
“Yep, 3 males, 2 females,” he replied.
Intrigued, she asked, “How can you
tell them apart?”

from Heaven
One of the most important lessons
I learned was as a child playing on a
little league softball team. I went to
every practice, had the nice new
team shirt, cap and new tennis shoes
and I thought I had a good understanding of the rules of the game.
At one of the games, I got up to bat,
so confident that I was ready and in
control and on the second throw of
the ball, I hit it to the outfield. I ran
like the wind, first base, second

base, third base and finally I was
safe at home just as the ball was
thrown to the catcher. “OUT!!” the
umpire shouted. There‟s no way I
could be out – I knew I was safe.
How could I not be safe? I did everything by the rules or so I thought.
The umpire informed me that even
though I had done everything else
right, I failed to touch first plate
when I rounded the field. Without
touching first base, nothing else
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Shortly after the birth of their second
child, a husband offered to take his
wife shopping for a new dress. He endured more than two hours of listening
to her complaints about which figure
flaw each dress accentuated.
As she emerged from the dressing
room, having tried on the last selection,
she asked for her husband's opinion.
By this time he had learned just the
right things to say. "It's perfect!" he
exclaimed. "It makes your waist look
smaller, your legs look longer, and
slenderizes your hips."
Just then another lady in the dressing
room spoke out. "If there is a dress
here that will do that, I'll buy them all!

Smith goes to see his supervisor in
the front office.
"Boss," he says, "we're doing some
heavy house-cleaning at home tomorrow, and my wife needs me to help
with the attic and the garage, moving
and hauling stuff."
"We're short-handed, Smith," the
boss replies. "I can't give you the day
off."
"Thanks, boss," says Smith, "I knew I
could count on you!"

The newly-married husband came
home from the office to find his young
wife in floods of tears. "Darling, whatever is the matter?" he asked.
"Sweetheart," she sobbed, "the most
terrible thing has happened! I cooked
my very first Beef Bourguignon for
you, and I got it out of the oven to season it, and the phone rang. When I
I have my own system for labeling
came back from answering the phone,"
homemade freezer meals. Forget callshe sobbed again. "I found that the cat
ing them "Veal Parmigiana" or "Turkey had eaten it!"
Loaf" or "Beef Pot Pie."
"Don't worry, darling," said her husIf you look in my freezer you'll see
band. "Don't cry. We can get a new
"Whatever," "Anything," "I Don't
cat tomorrow."
Know," and, my favorite, "Food."
That way when I ask my husband what
he wants for dinner, I'm certain to have
what he wants.

counts. All that hard work was for
nothing!
I thought about how many of us
think we are Christians. We attend
church every Sunday, we sometimes
read our Bible, we might even
prayer every now and then, but
somehow we have never touched
first base.. We must ask Jesus for
forgiveness of our sins, accept His
great sacrifice of dying on the cross
to pay the debt of our sins, and ask
him to come into our hearts and
lives as our Lord and Savior. That is
the basis for being a disciple of Jesus. John 14:6 says, “Jesus told
him, „I am the way, the truth, and
the life. No one can come to the
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Father except through me.” John
3: 16 reads, “For God so loved the
world that he gave his one and
only Son, that whoever believes in
him shall not perish but have eternal life” Please don‟t reach home
plate and find out you are “out” because you never touched first base.
If you would like a personal relationship with Jesus Christ call: 1888-Need-Him (1-888-633-3446).
In His Love,
Diana Boring
San Felipe, Texas

Phone 979-877-0911
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(APOSTLES continued from page 1)

Angola Prison. He gained the support of Senators Patrick and Whitmire, who visited Angola to see if it
could be reproduced in Texas.
Norwood and the Heart of Texas
Foundation have been the primary
fundraisers of the entirely privately
funded program, which uses no tax
payer dollars. The funds raised
have gone to support educational

materials, computers, books for
the prison‟s seminary library and
other program needs. "Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name
of the Father and of the Son and of
the Holy Spirit, teaching them to
observe all that I have commanded
you. And behold, I am with you
always, to the end of the age.”
Matthew 28: 19-20
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SUNDAY
MORNINGS
Bible Study
for All Ages
9:00 a.m.
Worship
10:00 a.m.

WED.
NIGHTS
Worship
7:00 p.m.
Posse
Youth
7:00 p.m.

What is Heaven going to be Like?
A sick man turned to his doctor as he was preparing to
Leave the examination room and said,
'Doctor, I am afraid to die.
Tell me what lies on the other side.'
Very quietly, the doctor said, 'I don't know..'
'You don't know? You're, a Christian man,
and don't know what's on the other side?'
The doctor was holding the handle of the door;
On the other side came a sound of scratching and whining,
And as he opened the door, a dog sprang into the room
And leaped on him with an eager show of gladness.
Turning to the patient, the doctor said,
'Did you notice my dog?
He's never been in this room before.
He didn't know what was inside.
He knew nothing except that his master was here,
And when the door opened, he sprang in without fear.
I know little of what is on the other side of death,
But I do know one thing...
I know my Master is there and that is enough.'
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Detoured to Israel by way
of junior high

For More information or to Book us for your next party or event
Call Sonny Rice 979-885-9296 or Terry Barnett 281-934-4789
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Over 30 year ago, I had a
dream of visiting the country of
Israel. I‟ve always wanted to
walk the land that Jesus walked.
I scrimped and saved for almost
a year to make the trip with the
Women‟s Aglow organization,
but when the deadline arrived, I
was still $200 short. I was heartbroken as I had to cancel my
dream.
I became a
junior
high
teacher,
something I
had
never
imagined
for myself. My
first year in junior high in 1996
was a nightmare. I tried unsuccessfully to relocate, but every
time I lost out on a new job possibility, it was like God telling
me, “Be still…I‟ve got you here
for a reason.”
One of the things I taught as a
junior high language arts
teacher was literature concerning the Holocaust. I became
passionate in teaching it and
learning more about it.
I met Helen Colin, a Holocaust survivor from Poland who
lives in Houston. She is an
amazing lady. We became
good friends and discovered the
my dad, John Dettling, helped
to liberate Buchenwald, the
camp Mrs. Collins husband had
been in. That was the tie that
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brought our families together
forever. In 2005, Mrs. Collins
asked me if I would like to go
on a study trip to Poland and
Israel to learn more about the
Holocaust with the Teachers‟
Summer Seminar on the Holocaust and Jewish resistance. It
is sponsored by the National
Jewish Labor League for
teachers to participate in the
educational
travel experience. My
travel expenses to
would be
paid by the
group of
Holocaust
survivors in
Houston.
The participants were to spend time in
Poland visiting various Holocaust sites followed by a trip
to Israel. Of course, my answer was Yes! Yes! Yes! I
was too late for the program
that year, but it was in plenty
time to get it in the works for
2006. Meticulously, I wrote
pages and pages of information explaining why I thought
I was worthy of the privilege
and what I expected to learn.
I was accepted for what was
supposed to be a ten day trip.
I traveled to New York in
July to meet up with the rest
of the group. We spent several days in Poland, and then
were ready to make the journey the rest of the way to Israel. Unexpectedly, our plans
Phone 979-877-0911
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were changed. We received the
news that missiles were being
shot in Nahariya, the very city
we were to go to and some of
them landed on the street in
front of the hotel in which we
were to stay. Most of us couldn‟t believe the way our trip was
ending. We tried to encourage
each other that maybe next year
would be our year, the completion of our dream. But to be
honest, it seemed like a long
shot as far as I was concerned. I
had lost my second trip to visit
the land of my Lord.
But God hadn‟t forgotten
about me. I received notification that we would be able to
join the 2007 seminar group
when they went to Israel. My
dream of walking where Jesus
walked was going to happen
and I couldn‟t have been happier.
With this incredible experience in Poland and Israel, I had
more firsthand knowledge of
that period in History and was
able to help Mrs. Colin write
her autobiography, My Dream

of Freedom: from the Holocaust
to my Beloved America. Her
book came out in 2013 and is
available on Amazon or from
the Holocaust Museum in Houston for less than $10. Although
she is now 92 years old, she has
continued to share her story
whenever she has been physically able.
My dream of visiting Israel
did come true and it was a trip I
will never forget. All along the
way, I was aware of God‟s hand
working things out for my good.
This is just more proof that our
ways are not God‟s way and all
things work together for good to
those who love God, to those
who are the called according to
His purpose.
For I know the thoughts that I
think toward you, says the
LORD, thoughts of peace and not
of evil, to give you a future and
a hope.
Jeremiah 28:11 NKJV
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Sealy
Veterinary Clinic
Philip L. Gorman, D.V.M.

Caring For All Creatures Great & Small

Celebrating 16 years
In Austin and Surrounding Counties

Where Patients Come First

www.first-texas.com

Sealy
979-877-0900
Katy/Fulshear
281-829-9314
Weimar
979-725-6647
Toll Free
866-999-3555

Small Animal Medicine & Surgery
Science & Prescription Diets
Bathing & Boarding
Appointments Preferred
After Hours Emergency Call

1430 Hwy 36 N.
Across From Virnau Tractor

Serving Austin County

979-885-4811
Alternate Number:
979-885-4867

Liz Moreno
Wharton, TX 77488

“Whatever you
do, work at it
with all your
heart as working
for the Lord.”
Col. 3:23

POLAK PETALS
ANTIQUES

Sixth grade field trip to the Holocaust Museum in Houston, Texas. Liz Moreno,
teacher; Jennifer Rodriguez, teacher, Mrs. Colin, 90 year-old Holocaust survivor, and
Dana Burk, teacher.
The GOOD NEWS Just Keeps Coming

BOUTIQUE

GIFTS

FLOWERS

635 Main St.
East Bernard, Texas

www.goodnewsjkc.com

TUES-FRI 9:00 - 5:30
SAT 10:00 - 5:00
SUN 12:00 - 5:00

www.polakpetals.com

979.335.4444
Phone 979-877-0911
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CENTRAL TEXAS
FOOT & ANKLE
CENTERS

Use the scriptures below to find and circle the
BOLDFACED words. UNDERLINED WORDS will be found together.
Words may appear diagonal, across, backwards, up or down.

Dr. Hal Andersen
Offices in Brenham & Columbus
979-836-1111 or 800-527-8309
See us for your foot problems!

Banana Pudding Cake
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1 (18.25-ounce) package yellow cake mix
1 (4-serving-size) package vanilla instant pudding mix
4 large eggs
1 cup water
1/2 cup mashed ripe banana (about 1 medium)
1/4 cup vegetable oil
Confectioners‟ sugar for garnish
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Preheat oven to 350
degrees F. Coat a 10inch Bundt pan with
cooking spray. In a
large bowl, combine
all ingredients; with
an electric mixer on
medium speed, beat
until blended. Pour
into prepared pan.
Bake 50 to 55 minutes, or until a wooden toothpick inserted in center comes out clean.
Cool in pan 15 minutes; remove from pan, and cool completely on
wire rack. Sift powdered sugar over cooled cake for garnish.
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For God so loved the world that he gave his
one and only Son, that whoever believes in
him shall not perish but have eternal life. For
God did not send his Son into the world to
condemn the world, but to save the world
through him. Whoever believes in him is not
condemned, but whoever does not believe
1225 Eagle Lake Road, Sealy, TX 77474 (979)885-1225 stands condemned already because they have
Sunday - 10 a.m. - Morning Service
Wednesday - 7 p.m. - Family Night
not believed in the name of God’s one and
10:45 a.m. - Children dismissed
Pioneer Club: 4 yrs. - 3rd grade
for Children’s Church
Area 456 Club: 4th - 6th grade
only Son.
Elevate: Youth; Adult Bible Study
Tuesday - 9 a.m. - Fall & Spring
Friday - 10 a.m. - Intercessory Prayer
John 3: 16-18 NIV
Ladies’ Bible Study
Where Love Abounds
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Awareness Day

What is the secret to
taking a leap of faith
When my daughter Traci was just a
little girl, I watched as she moved to
the edge of a staircase and peaked
over the edge. She was only about 8ft
in the air but it was a huge jump for a
tiny girl. She was about to demonstrate the secret to taking a leap of
faith.
“What are you doing?” I asked
“I want to jump,” she said, “but every
time I get near the edge my butt feels
funny.” Anyone who has ever looked
over the edge of a cliff knows the feeling she was describing.
I moved just under where she was
standing and said, “Jump! I will catch
you.” After several false starts and
constant interrogation as to my ability
to catch her, Traci demonstrated the
secret to taking a leap of faith.
What did she do?
She simply leaned out so far she
couldn‟t turn back.
A look of terror crossed her face and
with a scream of terror she fell into
my arms. Immediately fear turned to
joy as she squealed, “Let‟s do it
again!”
I have seen many people tremble as
they stand at the edge of an important
decision that could change their life.
Even when all other options are gone I
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August 1, 2015
10 a.m.—2 p.m.

“Bringing the Community Together”

❅

Words of Encouragement
❅

❅

Food,
Games,
Activities,
and More

No Admission Charge
EVERYONE WELCOME!

First Baptist Church
(in the gymnasium)

502 S. Fifth Street
Richmond, Texas 77469

For more information Contact Robert Hodge at 830-651-4478

The Good News JKC
15220 FM 1458
Sealy, TX 77474
979-877-0911
dianaboring@gmail.com

www.goodnewsjkc.com

have seen them hesitate to act. On several occasions I have done the same
thing.
So what is the secret that my daughter demonstrated?
A leap of faith is not really a leap at
all.
It often starts with a tiny step or a
simple lean of faith. It involves letting
go of what is comfortable and trusting
God.
Yesterday, 35 years after Traci
jumped into my arms, her 15 yr old
daughter, Kialee, stood on a 35 ft platform. A trapeze bar hung in space just
out of her reach. This challenge is actually called “The Leap of Faith” and
it is part of the Brown Canyon Adventure Park in Buena Vista Colorado,
The park is a confidence building
ropes course and Kialee once again
was about to demonstrate the secret to
taking a that leap.
Take a careful look at this picture of
Kialee‟s jump and think about the fact
that many people can never bring
themselves to do it.
How much of a leap of faith does it
take to get to the trapeze bar? Not 35
feet! Less than 18 inches. Anyone
who can jump 18 inches can take this
leap.
How much faith does it take to swim
across a swimming pool? Just enough
to let go of the edge of the pool.
How much faith does it take to give
your life to God? The faith of a child.
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The Good News Just Keeps Coming,
along with its staff, do not hold any ownership
or responsibility for the validity of the information and logistics printed that are submitted
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as given to us through the Holy Bible.
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Spring

Tomball
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How much faith will it take to bring
you past the obstacles in your life and
allow you to embrace your dreams?
When Kialee jumped to the trapeze
bar her shouts of joy echoed through
the park. When her feet finally
touched the ground her words echoed
those of millions of people who have
taken the little steps that lead to big
leaps of faith, words her mother had
spoken 35 years before…
Let‟s do it again!
Make sure your leap is a worthy
one, then lean forward until you can‟t
turn back.
Ken Davis
Franklin, Tennessee

www.goodnewsjkc.com
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Letter From God

STOCKYARD ANTIQUES
1935 Hwy 36 N
Sealy, TX 77474
770-503-6611
(Formerly the Port City Stockyards)

Stockyard Salvage/Gates
Antiques & Collectibles
Ironstone Pottery

Open Tuesday-Saturday
10 a.m. - 6 p.m.

Architectural Salvage
Wide Selection of Original Art

Phyllis Robson, Owner
Phyllis@stockyardantiques.com

Furniture from Traditional to Farmhouse

Like us on Facebook and follow our
Instagram@stockyardantiques

If you believe in the Bible and Me and the cross,
While you’re following man who is leading the lost.
Ignoring what I said when you know what is true,
All because you want laws now to be ok with what you do.
Man’s laws are not mine and they never will be,
You can’t have it both ways if you’re following me.
It’s been thousands of years and My word has not changed,
The bible was not written for any one to rearrange.
It’s not man that you call on when you need help from above,
I’m the one who created you out of My love.
You have seen what I can do if you’ve followed Me,
Your Forefathers went by my word in this land of the free.
It breaks My heart seeing what so many have done,
But in the end you will see My way is the only one.
You can say that you love Me no matter how you chose to live,
I am God who sees everything, even the things that you’ve hid.
One day you will need Me and it could be soon,
If you read My word then you know this world is domed.
I’ll be coming back to this world one day,
Taking all of My children who have followed My ways.
I hope you’ll be one of them; remember you get to chose,
You are My child who I love, with so much to lose.

Written by Eva Dimel
Inspired By God ©
Edimel9775@sbcglobal.com
614-875-9263
www.evasinspirations.com
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